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Washington, DC -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development                has awarded a $1,455,210 Section 8 housing grant to assist families                who have been displaced by the Jackson Parkway development.             

The grant, made to the Holyoke Housing Authority, will be used                to provide 119 Section 8 Rental Certificates to eligible families.

"This funding is essential to the security and livelihood of the                families who have been affected by the Jackson Parkway development.                HUD has recognized that Jackson Parkway is a viable community, and                that with a little assistance, it can be a vibrant, self-sustaining                neighborhood," Rep. Olver said.

The funds, awarded in conjunction with the HOPE VI grant program,                are part of a national initiative to transform America's public                housing image. The five-point program aims to change the physical                shape of public housing; reduce concentrations of poverty; establish                positive incentives; establish and enforce high standards of personal                and community responsibility; and forge broad-base partnerships.              

The Holyoke Housing Authority had previously received a $15 million                HOPE VI grant to revitalize the Jackson Parkway Development. Rep.                Olver noted, "The grant announced today is is an important step                in fully redeveloping the community."
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